
Changing Oil 

 Removing Old Oil 
 Locate drain plug on bottom of oil pan and position drain pan underneath. 
 Remove drain plug with socket or boxed end of a wrench.  Turn bolt counter-clockwise. 
 Let oil drain.  It will start as a stream.  Let it drain until it becomes individual drops. 
 While drain plug is out, inspect the magnet on end, and inspect drain plug gasket.  If there 

are a lot of metal shavings on the magnet, it may indicate internal engine problems.  If 
gasket is damaged, replace it or it will cause an oil leak. 

 Thread drain plug in by hand to reduce risk of stripping threads. 
 Tighten clockwise with wrench.  Do not make it too tight or you will strip threads. 

 Changing Oil Filter 
 Locate filter and put drain pan under filter. 
 Turn filter counter clockwise.  The filter should come loose by hand.  If not, use oil filter 

removal tools.  Once loose, filter will leak some oil.   
 Once the filter is removed, make sure filter O-ring/gasket came off with filter.  Check engine 

block mounting surface as well to ensure that it is not stuck to block.  If so, remove it. 
 Prefill new filter with some oil only if it mounts vertically.   
 Lubricate O-ring/gasket with new oil.  This will prevent it from bunching up or tearing 

when installing. 
 Thread oil filter on engine by turning filter clockwise on mounting threads. 
 Make oil filter HAND TIGHT ONLY.  Do not use tools to tighten filter. 

 Adding Fresh Oil To Engine 
 Locate oil fill cap on top of engine. 
 Place funnel in opening and begin adding oil- Below are starting points if exact amount is 

not known.  This will prevent overfilling. 
 4 cylinder engine- Start with 4 quarts 
 6 cylinder engine- Start with 4.5 quarts 
 8 cylinder engine- Start with 5 quarts  

 After adding oil, replace cap.  Then check dipstick to ensure oil got to the oil pan. 
 At this point we are not concerned with being at the correct amount because the oil has 

to flow through the system and fill the filter.  We just want to ensure there is enough to 
safely start the car. 

 Start the engine. 
 When starting, watch the oil pressure light or the oil pressure gauge.  Within 3 seconds 

the light should turn off, or the gauge should move up off of zero. 
 After building oil pressure, turn off engine and check oil level.  Add oil if it is not at the 

correct level. 

 


